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Dear MSCA Coordinator,
The Marie Curie Alumni Association (MCAA) is an international non-profit organisation supported by and working in close collaboration with the European Commission. Established in 2014, with over 21,000 members from 151 countries, the MCAA is the official organisation gathering former and current individuals involved in MSCA projects, specifically: doctoral and postdoctoral fellows, supervisors, scientific coordinators, and project managers. 
With its chapter-based and working group-based structure, the MCAA provides practical support during a fellow's mobility period and helps build networks between MSCA fellows in their host country. The MCAA also organises conferences, workshops, seminars, and several career development events that take place locally and internationally and which can contribute to the development of the career of each alumnus/a. The career development activities provided by the MCAA are especially important within an MSCA project as they offer the possibility for your project’s participants to access courses, training and mentoring and acquire key transversal skills and knowledge and thus contribute to the successful implementation of your MSCA project.  
I would therefore be grateful if you would encourage the individuals involved in your Marie Skłodowska-Curie project - fellow(s), supervisor(s), coordinator(s) and project manager(s) - to join the MCAA and to participate in the MCAA events. Membership is open to individuals involved in past MSCA projects as well as current ones. Joining the MCAA is free and provides plenty of benefits. It is possible to join the MCAA, by visiting its website and selecting “sign up” at the top of the page.
What are the benefits of joining?
Researchers can 
· register for free and join a community of over 21,000 members, thus increasing their networking potential, and supporting us in making our Association even greater.
· have the option to join a local Chapter or a Working Group: the first to connect with other fellows who are living in the same country, the latter to connect and exchange ideas with members working on the same specific topic such as science communication, policy, and career development, to name a few. 
· apply for grants and other services of various kinds offered by the MCAA, such as traveling, training, and public outreach projects, irrespectively of your professional field or career stage.
· be part of the MCAA flagship event MCAA Annual Conference that attracts participants from the wider research community as well as key stakeholders coming from all over the world. 
· receive exclusive MCAA offers, such as attractive learning opportunities, mentorship initiatives
· contribute to shaping research policies and research careers in Europe working with peers and stakeholders. Through the MCAA researchers can make their voice heard.
How to join ?
Researchers should go to the MCAA ‘Sign up’ page, and follow these quick steps:
Enter Alumni Data:
1. Complete the registration form (both tabs). To be eligible as a Marie Curie Alumnus/a, the MCAA require specific information confirming the  MSCA fellowship status. The following details should be included for seamless processing: Project Title, Project Acronym, Project ID number, Funding Protocol (FP), Contract Number, Host Institute, Host City, Host Country, and specify your role in the project. While it is not compulsory, including a copy of the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Fellowship Certificate found via the MSCA web form along with the required details is the most expedient method of confirming the data (a copy may be uploaded to the CV field). The more precise the information provided, the quicker the MCAA can accept the registration.
Confirmation:
2. Click on the ‘Sign up’ button. The system will send an automatic message confirming the reception of the form.
Authorisation:
3. Once the MCAA authorises the request (this may take some time in order to cross-check the information), the support team will send a message confirming the membership. Researchers can then log in, complete their profile, and start networking with other Marie Curie Alumni.
As mentioned, every year the MCAA organises an annual conference and general assembly. This is the flagship event of the organisation and has become a major platform for discussing career development and science policy with high-level international bodies and world-leading experts. The next MCAA Annual Conference will take place on 14-16 March in Milan, Italy. 
The costs incurred by MSCA fellows when participating in events, such as attending the MCAA Annual Conference, can be paid from the budget that is foreseen in the MSCA project/grant agreement to cover the research and training-related costs of the individuals involved in the project. This includes covering the costs of the conference attendance, travel, accommodation, and other relevant costs.

We thank you in advance for supporting this initiative. 
Yours faithfully,


 


  –  

Klaus.Haupt@ec.europa.eu
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